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One World, One Hope 


by Linda Evans, North American anti-imperialist political prisoner 


“One World, One Hope” the theme of World AIDS Day 1996- was celebrated in a variety of ways at FCI Dublin (federal correctional institution in Dublin, CA) on December 
1, 1996. 

PLACE, (Pleasanton AIDS Counseling and Education), an organization of prisoner peer educators sponsored a wonderful gathering of over 300 women and many guests from 
the outside the prison. The prison gospel choir preformed and a member of PLACE danced a beautiful interpretive dance. The highlight of the day was a “thank u concert by 
some of the HIV+ kids who attend Camp Sunburst, their families and camp staff. 

The idea of the World AIDS Day concert originated because Camp Sunburst wanted to thank the women of FCI Dublin for raising almost $3000 for the camp in our second 
annual Fight AIDS Walkathon, held during the 1996 Memorial Day weekend. (Camp Sunburst is a summer camp for HIV+ children and their families). The kids from the camp 
sang songs they had written themselves; about what it feels like to be a young person with AIDS; to watch their friends die; to try to live with a positive attitude in spite of the virus. 

Many of the women here were inspired and encouraged by the children, because we too have to survive alot of pain and suffering in our daily lives. We all felt a deep unspoken 
connection with the kids from the camp. In spite of the hardships we all managed to reach out and touch each others lives in a very meaningful way. Like the Walkathon , the World 
AIDS Day transformed the atmosphere at the prison for a time. Even though we are locked away from our communities we have'created a way to make a positive contribution 
to others. Many women helped sew and knit over 200 toys to give to the HIV+ kids at Oakland Children’s Hospital-wooden pull toys, dolls, stuffed animals , sweaters, baby clothes 
and quilts. As a community service project for their drug education program, another group of 30 women sewed over 150 pillows and shower bags and collected magazines and 
books for residents of the Ambassador Hotel in the Tenderloin neighborhood of San Francisco. Like Camp Sunburst, the Ambassador Hotel also received $3000 from our 1996 
Walkathon. 

Besides the theme of “One World, One Hope,” we celebrated our memories of many friends and loved ones who have died of AIDS. Many people here, prisoners and staff alike, 
have lost someone special to AIDS. And we celebrated our success of building ongoing relationships between prisoners and our communities outside. So many barriers exist: 
society views prisoners as dangerous, less than human; prison officials discourage contact between prisoners and people outside; all people with AIDS, especially prisoners, 
continue to battle prejudice and discrimination; peer educators have to struggle for resources and for our programs to be accepted by prison staff. 

To everyone outside who has helped PLACE overcome these barriers through the years - THANK YOU for your continuing Pee We appreciate you and we hope our 
connections with each other will strengthen and flourish. 


Below the AIDS Quilt taken in Washington D.C. in October, 1 996 
at the last showing of the entire quilt. Left: Panel created by the 
women prisoners at FCI Danbury, CT. 
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: Project and Women’s Positive Legal Action Plan 
= (PLAN) generated hundreds of letters of support for 
= Cortez’s release. 
3 Judge Moffat wrote in his December 11 order, “The 
Court has come to the conclusion that release would be 
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appropriate in that it appears that no one opposes her 
release except me. So I feel if no one else cares, why 
should I be an obstacle.” “Actually,” stated Judy 
Greenspan Director of the HIV/AIDS in Prison Project, 
“many of us do care, that’s why we have been fightingso OOC wishes to thank Open Meadows Foundation of 
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A HORRIBLE INJUSTICE 


by Nancy Bonell, member of Network for Imprisoned 
Battered Women in Nevada 


Are people aware of the injustice many women suffer 
when they defend themselves against murder, rape or 
beatings? Women, who have killed or injured an attacker 
in the process of self defense or the defense of others, are 
often prosecuted and convicted of murder. Penitentiaries 
throughout the country have women prisoners in them 
who are guilty of nothing more than defending their lives 
or the lives of others. “The law of self defense discrimi- 
nates against women,”' and-so do the men who enforce 
that law. Paternal prejudices influence juries. Women are 
denied the first law of mother nature, instinct for survival. 


Laws of self defense were written by men for situations 
that men get into, such as bar room fights. Defending 
herself against an abusive husband or boyfriend in ahome, 
but not necessarily while the abuse is happening, is not in 
their rules. Self deferise laws need to ne changed to 
‘allow both men and women to defend themselves in 
threatening situations...”” 


Throughout history paternalism worked very hard at 


destroying female autonomy. If the courts in 20th century 
America allowed us to defend ourselves, men would lose 
alot of power and control over women. Paternalism doesn’t 
want to lose control and would rather have us dead, raped 


or beaten than an abusive man injured or killed by his- 


potential female victim. Unless women start to unite and 
fight against this tyranny, it is going to continue. Most 


| people think i it could never happen. to them, but you DEVOT selcan ee eee 


know when you ‘could be the victim of something and if 
you're a woman, paternal society wants to keep you that 
way. Be a victim or be prosecuted and probably convicted. 
You’re damned if you do and damned if you don’t. 


Statistics regarding family violence are sobering. In the 
United States, a womafis beaten ‘every 18 seconds. 
Conservative estimates show that in Nevada alone, more 
than 10,000 women are abused by their partners on a 
regular basis. In 60%-of homes where a woman is beaten, 
so are the children and of boys age 11-20 who are 
convicted of homicide, 63% have killed a man who is 
abusing their mother. The criminal justice system is 
notoriously slow to respond to victims of domestic 

violence. Women are held to an unreasonable standard of 
justification when they try to assert their right to self 


- defense in court. 


The state of Nevada has even taken measures to prevent 
some women from buying guns. Under the law, the state 
can deny permission if the buyer has in certain kinds of 
cases, been placed under a court protective order regard- 
_ ing domestic violence matters. What sense does it make? 


If the police can’t be there to protect her, who will? » 


- In 1993, the Nevada Women’s Commission drafted a 
Family Violence Resolution to be presented to the legis- 
lature. It requests “.,.the governor of Nevada to direct the 
Pardons Commissioners to investigate the cases of all 
persons, who pled or were convicted of murder or man- 
Slaughter when the offense was directly related to victim- 
ization by domestic violence and to facilitate the pardon 
application process for persons so identified..’’ Unfortu- 
nately, the resolution never made it past the legislature to 
the governor. 


Please join us in the fight against these injustices. In the 
last issue of Out of Time (11/96), a prisoner from Ari- 
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Families With a Future 


Families With a Future is a new program that helps children visit their mothers in prison and maintain their 


relationships by giving them a way to keep the lines of communication open. Eighty percent of women in prison have 
children. Because there are only three federal women’s prisons, most of the prisoners are far from home. 
“When children can see their mothers, something changes inside them,” says Aida McCray. “They know who they 


are when they have that connection and it reminds the women in prison where conditions are unspeakable, that there’s 


-a reason to keep going.” Ms McCray co-founded Families With a Future after her release from prison in 1995. The 


group focuses on women serving ten years or more in federal prison, primarily at this time FCI Dublin in California. 
Families With a Future raises funds for travel and lodging, making visits possible for families who would not 
otherwise be able to make the trip. Volunteers also help drive children to and from the prison. The program welcomes 
contributions of any amount. Its wish list includes a van and volunteer drivers. A three day visit for a child and a 
caregiver ranges from $200-$600. 
Families With a Future is part of Legal Services for Prisoners With Children. Checks can be made out to 
LSPC/FWAF and mailed to 100 McAllister St #200, San Francisco, CA 94102 


Ary AGAINS? ME DEATH PENALTY 


Exhibit and sale of art by local artists and political prisoners from around the world to support 


MUMIA ABU JAMAL 
February 2 - March 1, 1997 


New College of California 
766 Valencia Street San Francisco (at 19th Street) 
Gallery Hours: Every Thursday and Friday: 2- 8 pm, Saturdays: 1-7 pm 
Opening: February 2, 1997, 1:00 - 6:00 pm (program begins at 4:00 pm) 
guest speaker Safiya Bukhari 


Ms. Bukhari is a New York Mumia activist, former member of the Black Panther Party, an ex-Prisoner of War, 
and currently Vice President of the Provisional Government of the Republic of New Afrika 


‘Jazz/poetry performed by Raymond Nat Turner Jazz poet of UpSurge 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS: 


Sunday, Feb. 9th, 7-9 pm: 

Sunday, Feb. 16th, 6-8 pm: 
Sunday, Feb. 23rd, 2-5 pm: 
Friday, Feb. 21st, 7:30 pm: 


Ex-Women Political Prisoners Speak Out 

New Afrikan/Black Art and Ideology 

Amnesty for Puerto Rican Prisoners of War; Poet Piri Thomas and video 
An Evening About the Death Penalty 





Prisoner Artists: Erskine Johnson 
Joelle Aubron Mahmet Kamme 
Nievess Ayress Robert Knotts - 
Renato Bandoli Tom Manning 


Adolfo Matos 
Brigette Mohnhaupte 
Dylcia Pagan 

Oscar Lopez Rivera 
Alberto Rodriquez 


Lau Ching Chin 
Tim Blunk 
Marilyn Buck 
Pierre Carette 
Elizam Escobar 


Linda Evans Alicia Rodriquez 
Jose Jimenez Fernandez Lucy Rodriquez 
Larry Giddings Heidi Schultz 
Abdul Haqq Kate Sullivan 
Eva Haule Laura Whitehorn 
James *“Doc”Holliday ...and more 


zona called for a nationwide network for imprisoned 


women, their friends and families. Anyone else who wants 
to join us in this effort is also welcome. It is one way we 
can get enough people together to make a difference in the 
struggle for freedom for imprisoned battered women. 


For more information, contact Out of Control at 
3543 18th Street Box 30, San Francisco, CA 94110 or 
C. Kaye Ferguson, #60035, Arizona State Prison, 
Manzanita Unit #72, 10002 S. Wilmot, Box 24401, 
Tucson AZ 85734. If you are in prison, contact Out of 
Control. 


' Justifiable Homicide: Battered Women, Self Defense 
and the Law, Cynthia Gillespie page 182 
2 IBID page 182 





~Karen Hampton 


Nancy Hom 


Bay Area Artists: 

Juana Alicia Mildred Howard 
Kim Anno Betty Kano 

Ellen Bepp Andre Kreft 

Edythe Boone Yolanda Lopez 
Adika Boothe Doug Minkler 

Rene Castro Emmanuel Montoya 
Calixto Rigo “97” 

Emory Douglas Joe Sam 

Caryl Henry Jos Sances 


Howard Gale Ford 


Elisabeth Sunday 
Juan Fuentes 


Sfevon Williams 
Horace Washington 
Robbin Henderson Rene Yañez 


Ester Hernandez 


SPARKS FLY! _ 
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On November 15, 1996 iks flew at the san Fran- A 
cisco Women’s Building at our annual fupd ra raiser r for The- 


Women Political Prisoners Commissary Fund. The fund — 
sends money to women political prisoners and Prisoners 


of War monthly to help with telephone calls and psoas X 


expenses. This yeer we netted $1000.00. 


We want to thank all the performers for their continu- : 
ing support and for donating their tafents to the Sparks Fly- 
event. We also want to thank all the’‘people who worked ~ ` 


on and attended the evenings activities: 7 


¿7 See you next year. 
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Safiya Bukhari Opens Mumia Art Show 


Safiya Bukhari is a New Afrikan, writer, long time tion, for Black voting rights and desegregation and helped 
political prisoner activist, ex-political Prisoner of War found SNCC, the BPP developed a ten-point program for 
and former member of the Black Panther Party (BPP). freedom, employment, decent housing, education, health 
She joined the BPP when she was 19 and a studentat New care, and an end to police brutality. They had breakfast 
York City Community College in Brooklyn. programs for school children, walked children safely to 

> i school, opened free clinics, and held educational work- 

The Black Panther Party was formed in 1966 by Huey shops. The BPP also armed themselves in self-defense 
Newton and Bobby Seale in response to horrendous against a police force that systematically murdered Black 
conditions of poverty and racism suffered by African people without provocation and with impunity. 
Americans. BPP chapters sprang up across the country. In 
the spirit of community organizers like Ella Baker who In reaction to militant Black organizing the U.S. stepped 

; from the 1930s to the 1960s worked against discrimina- up the violence against the Black community-through 
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.. And All Political Prisoners And Prisoners Of War 
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MUMIAART SHOWOPENSINFEBRUARY _ 


Art Against the Death Penalty: Exhibit and sale of art ditempts to gain a new trial have also been riddled with 
borg by political prisoners from around the world and local racism. The Mumia Art Show is a collection of visual and 
artists to support Mumia Abu Jamal will be on display at written art work from over 90 Political prisoners from 
New College in San Francisco from February 2 to March Japan, Ireland, Spain, Peru, Denmark, Chile, Belgium, 
1, 1997. The opening program will feature guest speaker, France, Germany, and the U.S. 
Safiya Bukhari, New Afrikan woman and Mumia activist 
from New York City, and a performance by Raymond Nat Additional programs are scheduled throughout the month 
Turner, Jazz poet of UpSurge! on Sunday, February 2at (see P. 2). All proceeds from the sale of art will go to 
4:00 pm. Mumia’s defense. Art Against the Death Penalty was initi- 
Contributors to the art exhibit are Political Prisoners ated by women Prisoners of War and political prisoners at 
from around the world who have united in solidarity to FCI Dublin, CA and co-sponsored by Mumia Art Show 
help save the life of African American journalist, Mumia Womens’ Group and New College of California. To make 
Abu Jamal. Mumia was framed in a racist trial in Philadel- contributions and for more information call (415) 648- 
phia and is on death row in Pennsylvania. His appealsand 4505 ext 3. | 


COINTELPRO (Counter Intelligence Program), a co- 
vert plan formulated by J. Edgar Hoover in 1965. 
COINTELPRO called for the annihilation of Black 
people, especially those in leadership positions. With 
this plan the FBI, CIA, along with local police forces 
across the country engineered the assassination and/or 
incarceration of thousands of African Americans. 
COINTELPRO continued covertly for ten years before 


the government was forced to admit its existence. It was 


exposed finally in 1975 when activists demanded their 
FBI files under the Freedom of Information Act. In one 
year from 1971 to 1972 over 2000 African American 
men, women and children were murdered by police. 
During that same period 20 cops were killed allegedly in 
retaliation by the Black Liberation Army. 


In 1973 in the midst of this U.S. governmental reign of 
terror, Safiya Bukhari went underground rather than 
testify to a grand jury investigating the Black Liberation 
Army (BLA). She worked as Unit Coordinator of the 
Armistad Collective of the BLA. In the winter of 1975 
she and Masai Elehosi were arrested in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia. Their trial lasted one day and they were sentenced 
to 40 years. 


Safiya spent eight years and eight months in prison: 
three years and seven months of that time were done in 
solitary confinement. While in prison she helped found 


Mothers/Men Inside Loving Kids, a group dedicated to ~ 


bridging the gap between parents serving long sentences 
and their children. 


__ Following her release on parole in 1983 Safiya contin-_ 
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ued her political work while devoting extensive time-to 
Support for political prisoners. She is the Ist Vice 
President and Minister of Defense of the Provisional 
Government - Republic of New Afrika. She’s been ac- 
tively involved in the case of Texas death row prisoner, 
Gary Graham, abolishing the death penalty, and is Co- 
coordinator of the New York based Free Mumia Abu 
Jamal Coalition. Her speaking engagements have taken 
her across the country - college campuses, television 
talk shows (Phil Donahue), radio, town hall meetings, 
etc. - on issues ranging from AIDS and the Black Com- 
munity to Independence. 


Safiya co-hosts a radio show (Where We Live) on 
WBAI-FM every Thursday night. She’s the recipient of 
the 1971 Malcolm X Black Unity Award and the Interna- 
tional Black Women’s Congress 1990 Oni Award. Safiya 
is Director of Administration of Brooklyn Legal Ser- 
vices, Corporation A. 


Her books include The Soul of the BLA, a book of 





“poetry which she edited while incarcerated, Post Trau- 


matic Stress Disorder and The Black Panther Party: We 
Too are Veterans, Lest We Forget, about Black Panthers 


and others who gave their lives in the struggles beginning 


in the 60s, and a new work in progress, Reflections, 





Musings, Political Opinions which will be available in 
March. 


Safiya Bukhari will be the featured guest speaker 
at the opening of Art Against the Death Penalty: 
Exhibit and sale of art by political prisoners and 
local artists to support Mumia Abu Jamal. The 
opening is February 2, 1997 at New College, 766 
Valencia Street in San Francisco. The program be- 
gins at 4:00 pm. (See related article) 

(Much of this article was taken from a bio sent to 
OOT by Safiya Bukhari.) l 
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Cortez cont'd from p.l 

critical because her health has severely deteriorated over 
the past two weeks,” Greenspan added. According to a 
recent medical report, Cortez is completely blind in both 
eyes and suffers from brain lesions. 

We are asking for letters to the Board of Prison Terms 
to demand that Patty Contreras also be considered for 
immediate compassionate release. Please fax or mail 
your letter to: Mr. James Nielson, Chairman,Board of 
Prison Terms,428 J Street,6th Floor, Sacramento, CA 


95814, Fax No. (916) 445-5242 


For more information contact the HIV/AIDS in Prison 
Project of Catholic Charities, (510) 834-5656 ext 3150. 
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RESOURCES FOR WOMEN IN PRISON 


We’d like to thank Claudine O’ Leary for all her work collecting and checking most of these listings. They are 
all current from the last few months but please let us know if you find any errors or changes or new listings. There 
will be more resources in each of the next few issues of Out of Time. 


Women in General 


1. National Network for Women in Prison, 714 W. 


California Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91105. Free newsletter, 
mostly ex-prisoners advocating for women inside. 


Specifically Lesbian 


1. Sinister Wisdom, PO Box 3252, Berkeley, CA 94703. 
Journal of lesbian writing and art, looking for contribu- 
tions for special issue on lesbians in prison. 


acme ee ee a Pe Aenean Friends Service Committee, 1501 Cherry | 


r 
j Out of Time is published bimonthly by OUT § St. Philadelphia, PA-19102. Info, back issues of “Listen 
į OF CONTROL: Lesbian Committee to Supp ReaLoud” and more magazines free. 

c J port Women Political Prisoners and Prison- 


2. Lesbian Health News, PO Box 1553, Iowa City, IA 
52244. Newsletter with lots of current info. 


3. Lesbian Connection, PO Box 811, East Lansing, MI 





5 3. National Women’s Law Center, Women in Prison 48826. National network of lesbians with news and lots ` 
D z i ers of War. Subscriptions are free n Project, 11 Dupont Circle NW #800, Washington D.C. of letters. 
O I donations are needed and appreciated. 20036. Advocacy group, free book, “A Vision Beyond 
= [ [ Survival: A Resource Guide for Incarcerated Women”, 4. Lesbian AIDS Project c/o GMHC, 129 W. 20th St. 
al i mostly about D.C. but totally valuable to anyone. New York, NY 10011. Free newsletter and info, lots of 
ol E Enclosed is my donation. | | l contact with women in prison. 

( Í 4. Women’s Advocacy Project, PO Box 833, Austin, TX 

i | 78767 1-800-777-3247. General legal advice by phone. 5. Gay and Lesbian Prisoner Project, Bromfield St. 

I ieee Educational Foundation, 29 Stanhope St. Boston, MA 

IL] $10 led $20 C] $50 Į 5. National Black Women’s Health Project, 1237 02116. Free publication, Gay Corat News, info 

[ i Abernathy Blvd. SW, Atlanta, GA 30310. Lots of info, a and pen pals. 

i a Address correction requested: I network of hundreds of self help groups especially for low 

income women 

i : l ° 

| : 6. National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, PO 
= l i Box 34103, Washington D.C. 20043. Free newsletter and 
= l membership to women inside. 
ol 
od i SA Indigenous Women’s Network, „EO Box 174, LSe ani -S 
Sl Ī Elmo, MN 55042 iii = 
Ser 
°] mail checks to: Out of Control J Free Books for Women in Prison 

i 3543 18th Street Box 30 j | 

a aaa San LF rancisco, CA 34110 ee _ The following two projects wrote to Out of Time and asked to be listed. The quotes are 


u1n}əƏ1 pun dijo from the leaflets each group sent us. Financial contributions and book donations, new 


or used, are definitely welcome and can be sent to the addresses below. 


You are invited to a a benefit fon the WOMEN COUNT NETWORK-SF 


A Black History Month event 





BLACKOUT BOOKS THRU BARS is a program which sends books to prisoners who 
want information which their prison libraries do not offer. The focus is on women 
prisoners and those in juvenile facilities as they tend to be the last people to receive 
materials from other programs. Political, Afro-centric, gender studies, ethnic studies, 
educational and fiction books are offered as are political pamphlets, legal how-tos and 
dictionaries. 


“We will not distribute racist, sexist, homophobic or white supremacist literature. We are 

for liberation and equality for all and will not support hate politics.” Please tell them if 

you have a specific request or send a list with priorities. Be sure to let them know about 

the regulations for books coming into your prison. Blackout Books, 50 Avenue B, New -~ 
York, NY 10009 





acciting flim clips and —- on the history of Black film 


WOMEN’S PRISON BOOK PROJECT (WPBP) is a group of volunteers providing = 
women in prison with free reading material including books on health, history, art, law, | 
science fiction, math, feminism and more. Dictionaries and GED readings are available. 
They hope to meet the specific needs of women by also having legal aid materials for 
women serving time for fighting back against their abusers. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY ô, 1997, 7:30PM. 


NEW COLLEGE, 777 VALENCIA ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


“We [the Women’s Prison Book Project] recognize that prisons and the entire ‘justice’ 
System are about controlling and suppressing the lives/movements of the poor, women 
| and all people of color. The U.S. has the highest incarceration rate in the world and we urge 
| all progressive people to include prison issues as an integral part of the struggle for 
Sweeping social change.” WPBP c/o Arise Resource Center and Bookstore, 2441 
Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 55405 
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SUGGESTED DONATION $10-25 
REFRESHMENTS e WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE o CALL AHEAD FOR CHILDCARE 


í | 
lhe Women Count Network - SF is part of the International Women Count Network (IWCN) which won | 
an historic commitment from governments at the UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing to put 
an economic value on all the unwaged work women do, from raising children, preparing meals, caring for 
elders, to volunteering in schools and places of worship, defending communities from racism and other 
discrimination... and making survival possible for everyone. The IWCN is co-ordinated by the Int'l Wages | 
Jor Housework Campaign and Int'l Black Women for Wages for Housework and is currently pressing the US | 
and other governments to honor this commitment. 





U.S. phone companies grossed one billions dollars 
last year from phone calls made by prisoners -Harper’s index 


Co-sponsored by New College of California 





For more information contact: P.O. Box 14512 SF, CA. 94114 (415) 626-4114 





